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The History of an Uncommon Place
Gary Rantala
Gary Rantala of Embarrass will be with us to talk about the history 
of his town. He will show a couple of short videos, one about the 
Hanka homestead which is on the National Registry of Historic 
Places, and the other about Embarrass's designation as one of 
the United States' “uncommon places.” The latter video is mostly 
taken on the Saari farm, a major potato farm during the time when 
Embarrass farmers were shipping seed potato stock to Maine (Gary 
was the designated grip for that recording).

He will cover much of the history of Embarrass from the early days 
of the French fur traders, to the settling by the Finns in the late 
1890s, to major families (Lamppas, Palos, etc.), up to its current 
status.

Gary Rantala has resided in Embarrass since 1944. He is a graduate 
of Embarrass High School (1962), and has a Bachelor of Science 
from the University of Minnesota in Horticultural Science (1966) 
and an Agricultural Education degree (1974). He owned and 
operated G.R. Greenhouse and Floral in Embarrass from 1970 through 2012, and taught vocational 
agriculture at Cherry High School from 1973 to 2003. 

He currently serves as school board clerk for St. Louis County 
Schools, teaches a weekly conversational Finnish class and 
serves on church and community organizations and boards. 
He and his wife Sharon have three children, Kristin, Bryan 
and Lora, and eight grandchildren. 

Program In Brief

      Uncommon Place
           Gary Rantala  

    
      May 20, 7:00 p.m.

        International Institute
     1694 Como Ave., St. Paul

Summer Calendar Issue Coming in June

June is the summer calendar edition. Please send us your 
group’s Finnish activities from June through September!
Deadline is May 27 by midnight to facaeditor@gmail.com.

Don’t forget that May is our annual election of officers.  
We need a quorum for the election.


